
Welcome to the Public Scoping 

Meeting for the Environmental 

Impact Statement on the

Uinta Basin Railway



 Introductions

 Overview of Surface Transportation Board and Environmental 

Impact Statement Process 

 Overview of the Proposed Action 

 Categories of Potential Impacts

 More Information and Public Comments

Agenda
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Introductions
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 The Surface Transportation Board (Board) is the federal agency 

responsible for granting authority for the construction and 

operation of new rail lines. 

 The Board will review the transportation merits of the proposal 

and the potential environmental impacts. 

 The Board will then issue a Final Decision to deny, grant, or 

grant with conditions (including environmental conditions), the 

Seven County Infrastructure Coalition’s (Coalition) request to 

construct and operate the proposed rail line.

Overview of Surface Transportation Board and 

Environmental Impact Statement Process 
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 Scoping Process

 Conduct agency consultation and public involvement 

 Develop range of alternatives including the “No Action” Alternative

 Identify topics to analyze in Draft Environmental Impact Statement

 Issue a Final Scope of Study

 Draft Environmental Impact Statement

 Analyze potential environmental effects of alternatives

 Develop preliminary mitigation

 Establish public comment period and hold public meetings

Overview of Surface Transportation Board and 

Environmental Impact Statement Process (cont.)
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Overview of Surface Transportation Board and 

Environmental Impact Statement Process (cont.)

 Final Environmental Impact Statement

 Respond to comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement

 Office of Environmental Analysis identifies its Preferred Alternative 

and recommends environmental related mitigation

 Final Decision

 Board issues Final Decision

 Cooperating Agencies issue Records of Decision
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 The Coalition proposes to construct and operate an approximately 80-

mile rail line from two terminus points near Myton, Utah and Leland 

Bench, Utah to an existing rail line near Kyune, Utah.

 As described by the Coalition, the purpose of the proposed project is to 

provide common-carrier rail service connecting the Uinta Basin to the 

interstate rail network using a route that would provide a cost-effective 

alternative to trucking.

 The Coalition estimates that approximately 7 trains would move along 

the proposed rail line per day, including loaded and unloaded trains.

 The Coalition expects that proposed rail line would be used transport 

crude oil, fracturing sand, machinery, and mineral and agricultural 

products and commodities.

Applicant’s Proposed Action
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Categories of Potential Impacts
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 Public Safety

 Transportation Systems

 Air Quality and Climate Change

 Noise and Vibration

 Land Use

 Cultural and Historic Resources

 Biological Resources

 Socioeconomics

 Recreation

 Water Resources

 Visual Resources

 Geology and Soils

 Environmental Justice
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Thank You
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How to Submit Comments
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 At today’s meeting 

 Fill in a comment card

 Make an oral comment

 Mail a written comment
Joshua Wayland

Surface Transportation Board

c/o 9300 Lee Highway

Fairfax, VA 22031

Attention: Environmental filing, Docket No. FD 36284

 Submit your comment electronically

 Project website comment page: http://www.uintabasinrailwayeis.com

 Via email: uinta.eis@icf.com

 Via STB.gov E-Filing page under Environmental Comments

http://www.uintabasinrailwayeis.com/
mailto:uinta.eis@icf.com

